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M I S S I O N :  

To enable high school and 

middle school students 

across Arizona and the U.S. 

to connect with military 

men and women so they 

may capture, publish, and 

archive their history of  

service to our nation.  
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 This year, 270 student scholars from 14 VHP Middle School, High School, and Community   

College Chapters in Arizona, Maryland and Illinois, will be capturing nearly 260 veteransô stories and 

publishing them in three hard-covered volumes of Since You Asked, in 

addition to permanently archiving them in the Library of Congress! 

Each student is eager and passionate about preserving Americaôs      

heritage, while gaining an education unlike anything they have ever 

experienced. Students are transformed, though a hands-on learning     

approach that goes beyond textbook classroom instruction by         

connecting personally with military veterans who lived history. 

Through VHPôs Oral History program, they are able to ñexperienceò 

the veteranôs firsthand accounts of history as they conduct primary 

research. Students improve their listening and writing skills, learn  

technology and develop organizational and public speaking            

experience. Students may also gain a mentor who can help guide them 

through the decisions they will encounter as they move on to college 

and career.  Furthermore, the veterans feel honored, validated, and 

appreciated, and some are able to find a purpose in their lives once 

again. VHP brings honor, peace, and healing to these heroes while 

inspiring our next generation of leaders. 

 On our 10th anniversary, VHPôs mission is thriving more 

than ever. We are thrilled to introduce to you this yearôs Veterans 

Heritage Project Team:  Advisor Barbara Hatch, Cactus Shadows 

High School; Advisor Derik Whipple, Show Low High School;     

Advisor Don Dickinson, Ironwood Ridge High School; Advisor Todd 

Swigart, Shea Middle School; Advisor Paula Burr, Shadow Mountain 

High School; Advisor Steve Millam, Chaparral High School; Advisor 

Suzanne Wooton, Sandra Day OôConnor; Advisors Scott Lardner & 

Jeff Stroud, Millennium High School; Advisor Kathryn Hansen, Frederick Community College in    

Maryland; Advisor Mary Wiedman, Marquette Catholic High School in Illinois; Advisor Shelly Stearns, 

Flagstaff High School; Advisor David Brosius, Sunnyslope High School; Advisor David King, Catalina 

Foothills High School; and Advisor Lisa McMorrow, Mountain Ridge High School.    
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         RECEPTION WITH  CONGRESSMAN SCHWEIKERT, NOVEMBER 9 

               SAN TAN DAR CHAPTER PRESENTATION, NOV. 10 

PARADISE VALLEY VETERANS APPRECIATION VINTAGE CAR SHOW, NOVEMBER 9 

            Leading up to Veterans Day, US Congressman 6th District David Schweikert asked local constituent VHP to post 

student-written veteran stories on his website and to speak at an event hosted by his office on November 9. VHP CSHS 

students Chase Hinkle was accompanied by Captain Charles Willoughby, her recruiting officer, mentor, and interviewee; 

Michael Zucker of Chaparral HS spoke of his WWII grandfather, about whom his novel is based; Sam Slack, Syndi   

Nnorom, and Chase Hinkle of CSHS, along with veteran Vic Conner, posed with the Congressman while Barbara Hatch 

welcomed VHP supporter and veteran Tim Ganahl.   

            Vietnam veteran, former Paradise Valley Chief of Police, and VHP alum, Lt. Col. (Ret) John   

Wintersteen (Volume III) still volunteers with the Paradise Valley Vintage Car Show, hosted each year to 

assist veteran causes. Here, he shares his story, written by VHP student Patrick Ward (not pictured), with 

organizer John Bennett and Brittany Henritze, VHP Executive Coordinator on November 9. Thank you 

Town of Paradise Valley and co-organizer, former Mayor Ed Winkler, for your support of Veterans! 

VFW GOLF TOURNAMENT, NOV. 16 

        On November 16 at Rio Verde Golf 

Course, VHP team John and Barbara 

Hatch, along with VHP VP Michelle 

Hugo and her father Pieter, raised money 

for Fountain Hillôs VFW 7507ôs charita-

ble causes. They also took 1st Place in the 

CoEd Division and will receive          

personalized wind jackets!  
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     Three of Cactus Shadows Chapter officersðPresident Ashley Durham, Vice 

President Michelle Hugo, and Secretary Sofia Ripaðand advisor Barbara Hatch 

shared VHPôs mission on November 10 with the newly forming veteransô group 

at Encanterra Country Club in San Tan, Arizona.  DAR representative Katie 

Paulsen, of the Grand Canyon chapter in Scottsdale, introduced the students to 

the gathering while all enjoyed a delicious breakfast overlooking the golf course.  



 

 

Retiree Appreciation Day at Luke Air Force Base, November 2  
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Cactus Shadows HS Students Honor Veterans Day in Carefree, Arizona, November 11  

Pillars of Freedom at Shea Middle School, November 12  

        New VHP/CSHS student Ryland Fleming visits with Walter C. Burcham, founder of VFW Post 9907 in Show Low, 

Arizona, at Luke Air Force Bases's annual Retiree Appreciation Day on November 2, as well as some Buffalo Soldiers! VHP 

was proud to share a table with retired Luke AF volunteers Bill Kummer and Dan Kohli. We met several veterans eager to 

tell their stories!  

       VHP Advisor Todd Swigart at Shea 

Middle School hosted his annual Pillars of 

Freedom event on November 12. After  

sharing the story of his veteran neighbor 

John Catomio and a film They Died for Us, 

guests read student reflections on court-yard 

pillars--symbolic of the sacrifice veterans 

make to support America's freedoms.  

 US Army Col. (Ret.) James Kelsey delivered a memorable 

keynote speech at the Carefree Veterans Day Event, honoring his  

father, friends and others who have made the ultimate sacrifice to our 

nation.  Kelseyôs daughters, who attended with his wife, Montie, 

learned their fatherôs story for the first time when published in Since 

You Asked, Volume VI. Kelsey lived through two tours of Vietnam,     

experienced an unwelcomed reception at College campuses across the 

US, had more tours as an Intel officer in Germany during the Cold 

War, and returned once again to the US to set up Fort Huachuca as a 

center for US intelligence training.   

 Leading the Pledge of Allegiance was Col. A. Park Shaw, 

Volume I, who was assisted by his nephew US Air Force officer  

Sumter Shaw while sharing memories of his beautiful wife Nancy 

who recently passed.   
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